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English 
Learning intentions: 

• To deduce (work out) the meaning of a sentence to learn about a character 

• To learn and practice the skills of writing about a character 

• To be able to build a character’s description by adding detail  

Writing about a character:  
Good writers can make the reader see a real, believable person when they write about a character.  

 
Task 1:  What’s in a good description? 

1a.  Rose 

Under each section in bold and italics, write what the description is telling us about Rose 

using the following options:  

 Action  Looks  What others think  What Rose thinks 
 

Rose was a slender, brown girl, with dark straight hair, cut hard across her forehead.  

 

____________________________ 

  

She was a pretty kid, but not as pretty as her mother. Well, that’s what everyone told her.  
 

____________________________ 

 

She wasn’t vain, but it stuck in her guts, having someone telling you that every day of your 

life.  

___________________________ 

 

1b.  Fish 

Under each section in bold and italics, write what the description is telling us about Rose 

using the following options:  

 Action  Looks  What others think  What Fish thinks 
 

… the others call him Samson, or just plain Fish, for his wit and alertness. Everyone loves 

Fish.   

____________________________ 

  

Just by dunking a girl’s braids in an inkwell he can maker her love him.  

              

____________________________ 

 

He endears teachers to him by giving them lip… 

                 

____________________________ 

 

 [his brother Quick] knows that Fish is smarter and better looking than him, and that people 

love him more.              

 

____________________________ 



Task 2:  Building a character description? 
Good writers create interesting, believable characters. The following tasks will cover 

techniques that will help you create effective characters in your writing.  

What do you see?  

Readers should be able to see in their mind what a character looks like. But if you describe every 

detail of a character’s appearance, your writing will be boring. It is important to focus on interesting 
parts of a character’s appearance, especially the details that reveal something about personality.  

We will start putting these ideas into practice by describing someone you know well.  

 

2a.  Describe what you see 

Choose a character from your real life that you know well. You could choose someone in your family, 

or a good friend.  

Fill in the table below. Examples are provided in brackets for a character called Tom to show you 

what to do.  

My character’s name:      (eg. Tom)  

 

Physical detail  Description  

What physical build does 

the character have?  

(eg. Tom is tall and thin, with long gangly legs and arms.) 

 

My character:  

 

 

  

Describe you character’s 
facial features (eyes, 

mouth, nose, 

colouring…) 

(eg. Bright blue eyes that sparkle, a wide smiling mouth with shiny 

white teeth, pink cheeks with a few freckles on his nose.) 

 

My character:  

 

 

 

Describe your character’s 
typical clothing.  

(eg. Long baggy brown shorts with pockets half torn off, a bright T-

shirt and an old grey beanie on his head.) 

 

My character:  

 

 

 

How does your character 

move?   

(eg. When Tom walks, he takes big steps and always waves his arms 

around. He cannot keep still.) 

 

My character:  

 

 

 

 

Does your character 

have a possession 

associated with them?    

(eg. Tom always carries a saggy blue backpack with lots of pockets on 

the outside. It’s full of things that might come in handy, like string, a 
small hammer, batteries and an empty bottle.) 

 

My character:  

 

 

 

 



 

Using physical details to describe a character 

Read the following character description using Tom’s details from the table above. The writer’s aim 

is to describe Tom as a cheerful, happy and lively character, always on the go.  

Tom is tall and thin, with long gangly legs and arms. His bright blue eyes sparkle above a wide 

smiling mouth. He wears long baggy brown shorts with pockets half torn off, and when he walks, he 

waves his arms around. He cannot keep still. He always carries a saggy blue backpack full of things 

that might come in handy, like string, a small hammer, batteries and an empty bottle.  

 

Task 2b:  Selecting detail 

1. Compare the paragraph describing Tom with the descriptions in the table. Some details have 

been left out because they don’t help the writer’s aim, or because they repeat the same sort 

of detail.  

Write down the details that have been left out of the finished character description above.  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

______________________________ 

2. Go back to the details you have written about your character.  

a. What is the aim of your description (the kind of person are trying to describe).   

I want to describe my character as 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

________________________ 

b. Write down the details for your character, using the descriptions you wrote in the table. 

Make sure the details suit the main aim of your description.  

 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________ 

 

 



c. Now write your paragraph describing your character using these details.  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

 

Writing activity: My Mystery Neighbour 

You are going to write a description of someone mysterious who 

lives somewhere near to you. Create this character and you feel 

a little frightened of this strange neighbour.  

 

1. Use the strategies you used to describe a real character 

in Task 2 to describe a new made up (fictional) 

character.  

 

Physical detail  Description  

What physical build does 

the character have?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Describe you character’s 
facial features (eyes, 

mouth, nose, 

colouring…) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Describe your character’s 
typical clothing.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



How does your character 

move?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Does your character 

have a possession 

associated with them?    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

2. Select the details you want to include to create the character of your mysterious neighbour. 

Remember that you are aiming to make this character seem mysterious and a little 

frightening.  

 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Write the descriptive paragraph of your mysterious neighbour.  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 



 

Extension tasks  

You can do this activity again to describe any of the following characters: 

• One of your whaanau – maybe your grandparent or koro and imagine how they were when 

they were young 

• A younger sibling  

• Your oldest friend 

• A celebrity  

 

Create a song or poem about any of the characters from these activities.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 9 Science: Ahurei Aotearoa 

The structure of the Earth: 

The Earth is made up of a number of layers. The outside layer is the thinnest 

and is only about 1% of the Earth. It averages at around 25 km deep, which is 

the same as the distance from Pukekohe to Kariotahi beach. This layer is called 

the crust and is made up of pieces called tectonic plates. Next we have the 

mantle, this is the thickest layer of the Earth and is 2,900 km deep, which is the 

same as the distance between here and Samoa. It sits under the crust and is 

made up of semi-molten rock called magma. The temperature of the mantle 

near the Earth’s crust is between 500 and 900oC, at the boundary with the 

outer core it is 4000oC. The third layer of the Earth is called the outer core, it is 

liquid iron and is at a temperature of 5000oC. The outer core is 2,300 km thick, 

the equivalent of here to Brisbane. The final, central layer of the Earth is called 

the inner core, it is made up of iron that is under such intense pressure that 

even though it is incredibly hot, at 5,200oC, it is solid. It is 1,150 km thick, which 

is the distance between here and Invercargill. 

 
Question 1: Name the layers of the Earth: 

A: 

B: 

C: 

D: 

 

Question 2: Which layer is the: 

Hottest?  

Thickest?  

Coldest?  

Thinnest?  



 

Question 3: Define the following: 

Molten 
 

 

Magma 
 

 

 

Question 4: The Mantle  

What is the temperature of the lower 

mantle? 

 

What is the temperature of the upper 

mantle? 

 

What happens to the mantle near the 

core? 

 

What happens to the mantle near the 

crust? 

 

What is the name given to the currents 

caused by heating and cooling? 

 

 

Question 5: The Crust (research) 

What are the pieces that 

make up the crust called? 

 

How many plates are there 

on the Earth’s surface? 

 

What are the areas where 

the plates meet called? 

 

What activity happens at 

these places? 

 

What is the name given to 

the edge of the Pacific Plate? 

 

 
  



Year 10 Science: Energy and Light 

 
Watch the following videos: 

Energy | The Dr. Binocs Show | Educational Videos For Kids: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q0LBegPWzrg&t=131s 

Energy Transformations | Transformation of energy | Examples of energy transfer and 

transformation: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wGvKjkdbhYA 

 
 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q0LBegPWzrg&t=131s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wGvKjkdbhYA


 

 

1. Complete the following paragraph about energy by using the correct words from 

the box below: 

 Chemical,  Solar,  Elastic,  Wind,  Gravitational,  Biomass,  Energy,  Joule,  Heat,       Non-

renewable,  Fuels,  Battery,  Electrical,  Insulation,  Renewable,  Potential  

  

There are many different forms of e_____________. Scientists call stored energy 

p____________ energy. Three common forms of potential energy are 

g_____________________ (found in objects up high), e__________________ (found in 

springs and rubber bands) and c________________ (found in food and _____________ like 

oil and coal). Energy sources like oil and coal will run out one day and are called 

n______________________ energy sources. Alternative sources of energy like wave action,  

b________________, s_________________ and w_________________ are starting to be 

used more often.   
 

2. Read the following paragraph and answer the true or false below 

 

The Law of Conservation says that energy cannot be created or destroyed but can only 

change form. The total amount of energy always stays the same. 

• Energy transformations are when energy changes from one form to another, eg: 

chemical potential energy becomes kinetic energy. 

• Energy transfer is when the energy type stays the same but it moves from one object 

to another, eg: someone kicking a ball – their leg has kinetic energy, which is 

transferred to the ball. 

• Energy in = energy out. 

• Energy is measured in Joules (J). 

 

Decide which of the following statements are true or false: 

 T/F 

Energy can be made  

The total amount of energy transformed by a toaster is less than the amount of 

electrical energy it uses 

 

When energy is transferred, it changes to another form  

Sometimes more energy is transformed than was started with  

When a hot water bottle cools down, its heat energy has disappeared  

Energy can change from one form to another  

A machine can convert energy into more than one form  

 

3. Name the energy forms in the following situations: 

 Type of energy? 

A man at the top of a power pole  

A chocolate bar  

An electrical wire  

A slingshot pulled back  

A can of petrol   

A stove element that has been turned on  

A ringing bell  

 



4. Types of energy and energy transformations. Look at each picture and identify the 

types of energy which are used or can be found in the object. The first one has 

been done for you. 

    

Sound 

Light 

   

    

    
    

    

 

5. Types of energy – a story. Read the story below and list all the types of energy you 

can. 

Sally looked out of the window and saw her dad’s car pulling into the car park twelve 
floors below. Before turning away she glanced at the full moon glowing brightly above the 

city skyline. With one last job to do while her mum and dad caught the lift to her new flat, 

Sally rushed into the kitchen and using her red oven gloves, removed the hot apple pie 

from the oven and placed it on the window ledge to cool.   

By the time the doorbell rang, Sally had lit the candles on the dining table and was 

continuing onwards into the hallway before pulling open the front door. 

Her mother walked through into the kitchen carrying the bottle of wine they had bought 

on the way over. She was just in time to see Clumsy the cat knocking the apple pie out of 

the window. It fell downwards through the cool night air. Mother winced as she heard the 

splat of the pie hitting the bonnet of her husband’s shiny new car.   
 

Type of energy Object which has it 

  

  



  

  

  

  

  

  

 

6. Energy transformation 

 
 Complete the following energy chain equations to show how energy is transformed from 

one form to another. You need to use an → to show the energy transformation. 

Come up with your own scenarios for the last 4 rows. 

Object/scenario Energy chain equation 

A cellphone operating 

from a battery 

Chemical potential energy → electrical energy → sound + 

light + heat 

A battery operated torch  

A hand operated wind up 

torch 

 

A TV  

A moving car  

A person climbing to the 

top of the diving board 

 

A person jumping off the 

top of the diving board 
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